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use decisions for the Cleveland and
Cuyahoga County Land Banks when new
parcels are acquired. Additionally, the
Coalition worked with Cleveland City
Council to create a new zoning
designation for urban agriculture called
Urban Garden District Zoning, which
allows parcels to be used exclusively for
food production. The Coalition also
worked to create an ordinance allowing
for the keeping of bees, chicken and
other small livestock in residential
neighborhoods. The Farm Animals and
Bees legislation was adopted by
Cleveland City Council as an official City
of Cleveland policy in June, 2011. The
FPC also advocated for revisions to
Residential Districts in the City of
Cleveland that permit crop production,
farm stands, and agricultural structures
on residential lots. The FPC also
collaborated with the City Planning
Commission to create an Urban
Agriculture Overlay District that creates
new zoning regulations allowing for more
intensive food production in the city. The
legislation passed the City Planning
Commission in 2010. The FPC started
the Gardening for Greenbacks program,
a grants and small loans program for
urban farmers within the City of
Cleveland's Department of Economic
Development, which has provided capital
to 20 new agriculture enterprises in the
City of Cleveland. The FPC also
developed a water policy for urban
agriculture and community greening
projects in partnership with the Cleveland
Division of Water to provide access to
irrigation water for projects throughout
Cleveland and Cuyahoga County at an
affordable rate. Finally, the FPC also
worked collaboratively with the City of
Cleveland’s Land Bank to remove the $1
million
commercial
liability
policy

requirement for the annual use (license)
of land bank lots.
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Example:
Community gardens are a great use of
vacant urban land. Below are three
creative urban gardens, each in a
different
neighborhood,
and
each
customized to serve the local community
and the available land and resources.

