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The primary goal for an urban-rural interface
is to better connect rural and urban areas is
our region, in order to create rural
opportunities, and improve urban and rural
food access. This primary goal includes
improving food access through increases in
seasonal availability and improving access in

opportunities for growth in rural
communities. This working group grew
into an effort to organize a second
Regional Food Congress in November of
2008. The Food Congress brought
together a mix of policy makers, farmers,
business owners, students, and others to
identify priority opportunities for
collaboration across the region. Following
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Goals:

the Congress, parallel food policy
councils were developed in Lorain,
Summit, Mahoning, and Portage counties
to replicate some of the processes
established by the CCCFPC and to
increase opportunities for collaboration
regionally. According to the North East
Ohio Food Web, if the 16 counyt region
of Northeast Ohio were to shift 25% of
their food production and consumption to
local production and consumption, over
27,000 new jobs would be created, and
the annual regional output of Northeast
Ohio would increase by $4.2 billion.
Growing a sustainable food system can
produce numerous opportunities for rural
and urban communities alike. The extent
of collaboration will shape the overall
growth potential for the region.

Example:
Many economic opportunities in the local
food system can build regional prosperity,
including:
• Cottage industries for food processing,

Cleveland/Cuyahoga County Food Policy Coalition

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

jams, sauces, jellies, etc.
Composting and re-use of organic
urban wastes to build topsoil and the
productive potential of land
Energy generation through methane
capture from compost
Integration of advances in green
building and renewable energy for
prototype greenhouses to provide
year-round production
Absorption
and
collection
of
stormwater for irrigation or habitat
Using chickens, bees, and other
livestock to improve soil and diversify
diets
Farm stands, farmers markets, and
community-supported
agriculture
programs to increase market outlets in
urban neighborhoods
Youth entrepreneurship opportunities
Hydroponics or mushroom production
in old factory buildings
Urban beekeeping and wildflower
meadows on urban rooftops
Fish farming and aquaponics
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