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processing, and consumption. The
working group also created a community
conversations
toolkit,
including
a
discussion guide and survey instruments
to discuss food access issues with local
neighborhood residents. The group then
used these tools to hold community focus
groups in Euclid, Warrensville Heights,
and several Cleveland neighborhoods;
Clark-Fulton, Cudell, Hough, Kamm’s
Corners, and Union-Miles. The group
worked to conduct a Cuyahoga County
Food Retail Assessment in 2008 to
determine the ratio of fast food
restaurants to retail grocery stores in
Cleveland and in Cuyahoga County. In
2011, the group conducted a second
retail food assessment, this time
determining areas that are food deserts;
neighborhoods where retail grocery
shopping locations are limited, as well as
household income and transportation

access. A food desert is an area with no
or distant grocery stores. Living in food
deserts can mean higher obesity rates,
premature death, and a lower quality of
life, especially for mothers and children.
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Example:
In the graph below, are some of the
results from the 2011 retail food
assessment in which major grocery
stores are represented by black circles,
and distance traveled to those stores is
measured in shaded color regions.
Residents of light pink areas must travel
at least .5 miles to the nearest grocery
store, residents of dark pink areas must
travel at least 1 mile, and residents of
purple areas must travel over 1.5 miles.
As is demonstrated, many Cleveland
residents must travel over .5 or 1 mile to
attain groceries, with some residents
traveling upwards of 1.5 miles.

